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10:150611:15 am
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11:30 & 12:30 pm
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DvBtudent Voice in Science

Poster Session
1:150 2:15 pm

Session C

2:300 3:30 pm
Di)eveloping Student Voice
Di:reating Community
D%tud ent Voice in Math

D Zrain -based Teaching

Presentation

Presentation

Presentation

Presentation

Presentation

Presentation

Presentation

Chittenden Bank Room 413
Jost Foundation Room 422
Williams Family Room 403

Sugar Maple Room 400

Chittenden Bank Room 413
Jost Foundation Room 422

Williams Family Room 403

Frank and Mildred Livak Ballroom

Presentation

Presentation

Presentation

Presentation

Room 417/419

Chittenden Bank Room 413
Jost Foundation Room 422
Williams Family Room 403

Handy RoomRoom 415



Session A
10:15811:15 am

Technology and Student Engagement Presentation Chittenden Bank Room 413
Mat h in the Middle Presentation Jost Foundation Room 422
Place-based Learning Presentation Williams Family Room 403

Looking T oward the Future Presentation Sugar M aple Room 400

Technology and Student Engagement

3 Smart Board in the "Art" World

This presentation will discussetegrating Smart Board technolomyo the Visual Arts Classroom to further daunt knowledge
and engagement and providsources, tools and websites that have been integrated into lesgare thoth informative and
interactive.

Ashley Lynch

People's Academy Middle Level

3 A Partnering ePortfolio

The ePortfolio will allow educators and students to partner meaningfully through engaged, personalized, and differentiated
instruction. One of th goals of the creation and maintenance of the ePortfolio is the ability for students to think deeply about
their growth as learners. Through personalized ePortfolios, students have the ability to reflect and celebrate perkdnad growt
format that allevs choice and individual&ion. It is our hope thatudents will view their ePortfolios as an ongoing process that
holds value through authentic engagement.

Bodo Carey, Maggie Eaton, Margaret Flynn, JB Hilferty, Chris Grantz, Leigh Garrity, Stephaylmr,Taue Pryce, Vicky

Palmer, Sue Dentith, Elizabeth McCarthy

U-32 Middle and High School

3 Using Shelfari to Support and Encourage Independent Reading

Students on the Phoenix Team at Hunt Middle School will use the social media site Shelfari.cooh tassaipport their

independent reading habits by sharing, discussing, and recommending their reading books with their friends, peerssand teacher
online. This research will explore how Shelfari and studehto s en | i t er at ur e eahrdéeirtoveslt udent
enjoyment of reading.

Andrea Gratton

Hunt Middle School

Math in the Middle

35 Numeracy Timeline

My 7" and &' grade exploratory classes did digital stories titted Numeracy Timeline. Their timelines were based on their
learning of math concepts from pieto their current knowledge.

They designed their own digital stories.

Diana Day

Weathersfield School

3 Differences inTracked and HeterogeneousV athematicsClassrooms and mpact on L earning Environment

This study looks at the controversial topic of student grouping by ability. The study is focused on differences inrige learni
environment in two mathematics classrooms, one tracked and one heterogeneous, in an affluent middle school in northern
Vermont. Findings will include student perspectives on differences in classroom culture, stuetmntcagit, and interest in
mathematics

Christopher M. Rose

Williston Central School



3 Focus Groups at Hunt Middle Schook- A Look at School Wide Intervention in Reading and Math

This year Hunt Middle School restructured its master schedule to allow for Focus Groups, a half hour intervention time in
reading and math for every studeifthis presentation discusses the design, implementation, and outcomes of the change.
Kim Hunt and Marcie Lewis

Hunt Middle School

Place-based Learning

3 Where isMy Place? ConnectingStudents to the Milton Community

Students completed a phattory and a pre@ict of their choice to help them connect to both the present day and historical Milton
Community

Josh Roof

Milton Middle School

3 A New Space, A New Classroom Community

Our Action Research Project is based on creating an open learning environmeliteriadithand figuratively. The learning
space will be conducive to partner learning; teaeleer direct instruction as well as studeled exploration. It is our hope that
this configuration can be designed in a manner that is user friendly and predactioth students and teachers.

Sarah DeMulder and Eric Morton

School Alburgh Community Educational Center

3 Placebased Learning: A Cultural Study of Saint Johnsbury

This project will document the processes and outcomes of alpdaesl learning unit on the culture and geography of St.
Johnsbury. Students will begin with a cultural inventory of the town amidl itulminate with a placéased project that will
later be shared with students, teachers, and the community.

Christine Pace

Saint Johnsbury School

i FUTU 3‘_ )

Looking T oward the Future i

3 Creating Awareness of PosSecondary Education at JFK Middle School

This presentation includes slides from the May 2011 sessions with JFK Middle School students, research documents given to
JFK teachers, a presentation / digital story at a middle school assembly, and a summary of the Sdpéeernbier student
outreach.

Bill Clark and Bret Kernoff

JFK Middle School

3 Milton Middle School GEAR UP Club

Milton Middle School teachers and students participated iG&R UPprogram this summer. Students who participated have
formed theGEAR UPClub. Students in this club will prepare a short video presentation aleiustimmer experience and

what it means to their future. The teachers will comment on their work following the students and what it has meant and will
mean in the future.
Suzy Diner, Kristen Caterer aridbnna Olsen
Milton Middle School




Session B
11:30612:30 pm

Teachers in the Middle Presentation Chittenden Bank Room 413
Literacy in the 21% Century Presentation Jost Foundation Room 422
Student Voice in Science Presentation Williams Family Room 403

Teachers in the Middle

3 A Closer Look at the Effective Use of Common Planning Time

This project will look at how teachers structure preparations periods to make the most of common phaeringtthree

person, interdisciplinary team. | will keep data on how that common planning time is used, changes over time, andteeflect on
effectiveness as the team develops.

Rebecca Marsh

Milton Middle School

3 Using Team Planning to Integrate All $udents

At Doty Elementary, a planning team has been created to include the classroom teacher, reading specialist, speciahéducator,
classroom assistant. Weekly planning time is scheduled with the purpose of planning integrated, instructionatlhmits, fo
multiage, fifth and sixth grade, with accommodations to insure the inclusion of all students.

Thomas Beach

Doty Elementary School

3 Interdisciplinary Teaching and Teaming makes our Students S.M.A.R.T.!

This year the major focus in our school was about data collection and using S.M.A.R.T. goals to provide instruction and
intervention. This approach of data driven instruction with faouseading and writing has seen amazing growth of our

students. We started with surveying the literacy development of our students, making a team reading and writing gaal, and eve
individual goals per student! This has made our team of teachers wottetiogsing our learning goals in an interdisciplinary

mode of teaching! Our students have grown as readers and writers because of this strong focus on data driven instruction and
intervention plans!

Yeshua Pastina

Bakersfield Elementary Middle School

Lit eracy in the 2£' Century

3l ncreasing Studentsd Linguistic Complexity: Teacher Too!
The Common Core Standards demand t hat wspedfinacademicdarguagd. ud e nt
The critical need for curridar revision will be outlined and promising approaches presented, supported by examples of
implementation in fifth grade and high school science.

Rita MacDonald and James Nagle

Saint Michael 6s Coll ege



3 Word Plan Partnership

The goal of the Word Plan Pagtiship is to empower each individual in my classroom to develop, manage, and reflect upon a
dynamic literacy development plan via their own student information system. This system will take the form of an
individualized, seHcreated, and interactive wetesfocusing on the collection and management of formative assessment data,
exploration of reading strategies, maintenance of independent reading logs, portal to creative writing for peer retiew, and t
development of digital productions highlighting comipensionThe Word Plan Partnership designed to help students develop
literacy confidence, endurance, and breadth.

Peter Wyndorf

Milton Middle School

3 Integrating Critical Reading and Creative Writing Through Written Role -Play

Written roleplay hels students read critically and write more confidently with an academic &diwe goals central to the
Common Core Standard3.he presenter will offer a rationale for written rgikay, andshow sample activities most applicable
to middlegrade students.

Shawna Shapiro

Middlebury Collegé Center for Teaching, Learning, and Research

Student Voice in Science

3 Students and Teachers Develop Science Curriculum

Students, the assessment coordinator @achiers partner to discover hbwman body systems are interconnec&ddents will
research a systeuosing their preferred learning style®(eputers, interviewjooks andnagazine) and then design a public
service announcement to shtveir newlearning using technology. Students aeachers will work together &reate the rubric
that will be used to asss their new learning when the students presentdodence of their boice. Our goal as educatordas
learn with students how to best suppant guide them in gathering thdormation they need to be successfull &am improve
teaching practice® become better coaches and guides.

Catherine Thibault Cet and Tammy Boone

Milton Elementary School

3 Integrating Content and Literacy

New CBMS fifth graders will be building their Quest Team community; exploring their place in a small group, team, school, and
ecosystem. As researchers, students will utilizefration text to find answers to their questions. We will be learning how to
engage students as partners while integrating science (place / environmental study) language arts (informational text) and
information literacy (research).

Melissa Williams &ennifer Hill

Crossett Brook Middle School

3 Activating Prior Knowledge: Increasing Science Reading Comprehension

Nonfiction reading is a skill that requires multiple strategies throughout the reading process. This research will focus on
students learning the preading skill of visual tableauxfiage by activating prior knowledge. Currently the students are
familiar with using their science journals to record textbook vocabulary ang@déng questions notes as a way to access hew
science content or concepts. When the frontloading strategguafl tableaux is implemented and combined withlpagning
vocabulary and turning headings into questions, will studenfintion science reading comprehension improve?

Cynthia Brisson

Mount Abraham Union Middle School




Poster Session

1:1502:15pm
Frank and Mildred Livak Ballroom Room 417/419

3 Engaging the Disengaged Student

Focusing on a case study of one disengaged students, this study developed a variety of strategigage students.
Carol Mangan

Milton Middle School

3 Planning aMiddle Level Advisory Program

The purpose of this action research was to find a way to organize, implement , and sustain a middle school advisorymprogram o
a newly formed sixth grade team.

Charles Dabritz

Milton Middle School

3 GEAR UP for Post-Seconday Success

This poster session will highlight the goals and objectives of MGI's GHRRBtrand. A particular focus will be placed on
program development and recruitment of students and teachers into the program.

Regina Toolin and Daniel Sithole

Universityof Vermont

3 Effective Use of Common Planning Time

This semester (fall, 2011) I investigated and reflected about the use of both team meetings and the various other meetings at
Roland Park Country School in Baltimore, MWhile the schooimay not be at the leadingg®lof crosscurricular classrooms,

the leaders and teachers take pride in teaching the whole student and take time to discuss how and why we do so on a regular
basis.

Elizabeth Stafford Cook

Roland Park Country School, Baltimore, MD

3 Strategies Using Tehnology

The presenter studied classroom strategies with a specific eye towards use of techitodogythor interviewed classroom
educators and a district technology coordinator.

George Murphy

UVM

3 DevelopingL essons andctivities for a 25-Minute Daily Ability -Grouped 7th/8th Grade Literacy Block

| was faced with the challenge of planning literacy class for a grbuéth and 8th grade studentSach quarter was a different
group of students at a different ability levdlhe first quarterl had he second highest groufthe second quarter, | had the
second lowest groupr-or the firsteightweeks, Ideveloped a unéround norfiction texts and presented before, during, and
after reading strategies:or the secondightweeks | developed a difrent unit around silent reading and mathematical writing
(since | teach math primarilyMy goal in both units was to expose students to reading and writing in new ways, and
hopefullyhelp them take away some useful strategies and new vocabulary.

Jacie Kendrew

Lamoille Union Middle School

3 fAProportional o Planning for Middle Grades Math

My action research project involves changing my teaching practice from a telling to a partnering pedagogy in hopesgof reachin
more students, especially those yet to find the intrinsic motivation for Igdkarning. Assessment practice will also shift to

focus on feedback and continuous improvement using stleipbrtfolios.

Julie LadieuWalton



3 AReadingd the News: A Teacherods Journey to Explore Nonf
I n t oday 6 bavenrsstant atcess koiintbisnation; yet accessing, comprehending, and analyzing that information can be
elusive. In this project, students will ask questions about nonfiction text, practice accessing, comprehending, and analyzing
informational text, thetake the reins in designing a ydang nonfiction newseum and culminating project.

Kayla Toher

Chelsea Public School

3 Financial Literacy: A Collaborative Information -Skills Project

This coteaching project featuresllaboration between a classroom teacher and a library media specialist. This is a new model
of delivering instruction for us and one that requires overngmumerous challenging presented by the schedules and structures
of our school dayWith our 6thgrade students, we will explore factors that influence our local, state, national, and world
economies. Students will learn how to find reliable informagibout current events, economic news, corporations, and more.
The second phase of the project will be playing the Stock Market Game, and students will use the research skills gained in th
first part of the project to make informed decisions as they jate

Amy Johnson & Pat Megivern

Milton Elementary/Middle School

3 A Digital Immigrant Working in Partnership with Digital Natives: Using Electronic Textbooks for StudentEngagement

As middle level educatorsve need to embrace the 21st century by devedpways to effectively use technology as a means of
student engagement. The use of electronic textbooks is a way to integrate technology into content areas while eng#éging studen
in a medium they can appreciate.

Rebecca Sweeney

Readsboro Central School

3 Word Identification for Middle Grade Readers: A Tool Kit for Students

Approximately 255 seventéind eighth grade students at Hunt Middle School will participate in a unit designed by language arts
teachers to increase reading comprehension throughdbesiion of wordidentification and decoding skills. We wiive

students strategies to use as they read and determine which strategies work best for them.

Laurie Tremblay Hickey

Eric Fisher

Cara Cabler Sawtell

Hunt Middle School

3 Incorporating 7" Grade Math Concepts into the #/8" Grade Science Curriculum

I hope to incorporate math concepts within the science curriculum. The sequence for both curricula can change froraryear to ye
however the scope does not change regularly. Having a deeper andirgtof both curricula will help me to make connections

and extensions even as the sequences change. This fall, | will incorporate math concepts into the unit on gas laws.

Kate Jesdale

Hunt Middle School

3 16 Habits of Mind: Building a Positive Learning Community with a Strong Ethic

The Teachers of Team Eclipse have started to implement a Habits of Mind curridihemwill share the delivery of the
curriculum, as well as the challenges and successesalveyexperienced thus faBamples of student work and reflections
related to the Habits of Mind will be displayed.

Gina Krol and Laura Graves

Winooski Middle School

3Digging Deeper into Science Literacy: | mpl ementing a Sci
Thegoal of this project is to improve student achievement in science through the development and implementation of a literacy
curriculum that includes-80 weekly classes focused on literacy skills through the lens of science.

Daisy Williams
U-32




3 BestPractice Teaching of American History Vocabulary

This action research project will allow me to determine if student understanding of content area vocabulary can be improved
when direct vocabulary instructional strategies are implemented before, dutiaffenrreading a chapter on American history.
Valerie Loucy

St. Albans City School

3 Finding and Utilizing Leveled Readings in the Science Classroom

My students have a broadnge of reading abilitiedJntil now, I've hadall students use the saneadings.Research shows, for
students to improve their reading abilities and understand content, they must read at an instructiofalrlthslproject |
located andised leveled readings during my forces and motion unit.

Jocelyn Foran

Mount Abrahantnion Middle/ High School

3 Exploring Effective Online Vocabulary Instruction

My project looks at how online independent vocabulary study can be used in conjunction with traditional methods to engage
students and increase their exposure to and learningvofvords.

M. Katy Hamilton

Winslow High School

3 Student GoalSetting for Increased Motivation and Literacy Skills

This study will examine how goalketting can be used for motivating middle school students. Students will create their own
literacy goals ach quarter. They will be assessed on their ability to meet their goals and their motivation to create additional
goals during the quarter and in the future.

Adrienne N. Fortune

Missisquoi Valley UHS

3 TeacherBased Guidance in a Middle Grades Environment

This research will focus on TeacHgased Guidance in a middle grades environment. | plan to repeatedly assess my fifth and
sixth grade studestéomfort levels with the challenges of school and preteen life and attempt to address their concdrns. | wil
use net based tools to monitor the atmosphere of school from the student perspective and assess the effectivenetss of differen
faculty attempts to confront the most pressing studknttified issues.

Tom Nolan

Folsom School

3 Math Connections: UsingStudent Portfolios to Link Math Concepts toStudent Passions

Students will create a portfolio entry for each unit covered in class that demonstrates how they connect math conitepts to the
personal passions. The students will present the portfolios tddhglies at a parent conference. The results will tell me how
students are connecting with math concepts on a personal level.

Chris Seanard

Williston Central School

3 Developing a Supportive Culture for New Teachers

The purpose of this project is to looksapportive ways the administration and teachers at Freeport Middle School welcome and
help new teachers understand the culture and organization of their school. In order to assess this, | will look abgnanisy pr
faculty and team meetings, and akier programs in place to help new teachers adapt to the school organization and culture.
Erika Sahiman

Freeport Middle School, ME

3 Before You Can Teach theChild, You Need toReach theChild: Fostering Student Motivation and Engagement

Through Reflection and SeltExpression

The relevant connection between curriculum and student's own lives is an important element in developing meaningful learning.
This project examines how implementing student reflection angkgptession affects motivation and engaeent in science.

Janet Smith

Milton Middle School



3 Whiteboard Interaction and Electronic Student Response Systems

We partnered with our students to change the way we teach and how they learn in a world that is strongly influenced by
information technlmgy. This collaborative project will result in a 7th grade and Design & Technology education curriculum,
structure, and physical environment that increases student engagement, such as entrance and exit queSioastiooattte as

well as discoveringew ways to share information, gain better participation, and receive immediate feedback with the help of
electronic student response systems (SRS) and interactive whiteboards (IWB) technology. In the past our classestoften relied
much on a traditionadtand and deliver format, and with the help of technology we have endeavored to create more interactive
classrooms.

Leah Bronner, William Fishell, Jim Paige, Karsten Weiss

Peoples Academy Middle Level

3 Walking to Everywhere

This project involves working wh studergto help them manage themselves within the classroom through increased movement
throughout their day. The hope is that if the classroom teachers that our team works with embed movement into their daily
curriculum then students will learn morag movement is essential to optimal brain growth) and have a greater interest in
school, life, and longerm goals. Can success within school help to guide students to setting and achieving other goals? In
addition, we have a daily 2@ninute movement timat the end of the day run by students. As a group, we "play" together daily
outside. Lastly, we account for all "movement" miles (including exercise and activities outside of school) and set guadsitive
For example, we earned a trip to hike ColcheBtnd with lunches etc.

Evelyn Stenroos

Colchester Middle School




